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VITAL STATISTICS

Mortality rates at all ages for males have been almost consistently higher than for
females., Males have the highest risk of mortality as compared with females during
their first year of life, from their late teens to early 30s and from age 50 to 65. For
both boys and girls the risk of mortality drops rapidly during childhood and is lowest
at about age 10, jncreases gradually to about age 40 for males and about 50 for females
and then rises steeply with advancing age. As an illustration of the information available
from study of the life tables, it may be observed that at the mortality rates given in the 1961
life table (see Table 31) about 12,100 males would have died before reaching age 50 as
compared with about 7,600 females; only 57,517 of the original group of 100,000 males
would have survived to age 70 as compared with 72,746 females.
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